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Column - Jon Mark Beilue: Scout blows it out
121 merit badges, and that's just a start
Post a comment here
Tuesday night was a court of honor night for the Boy Scouts at St. Thomas the
Apostle Church in Amarillo. These little affairs, where selected Scouts are
recognized for their recent work, are held three to four times a year. It's usually a
parents thing with a few Scout leaders thrown in.
This one was different. It wasn't nearly so ordinary because Coleman Carter is so
far removed from ordinary. Carter, nearly 18, is about to leave the Scouts. And he's
leaving in a way that's truly remarkable.
To become an Eagle Scout, the organization's highest honor, a minimum of 21
merit badges are required. Most average around 30. Carter became an Eagle at
13. But he's kept going ... and going ... and going.
There are 121 merit badges for Scouts, and Carter has earned every darn one of
them. In the sports vernacular, it would be like when Babe Ruth hit 54 home runs in
1920 and the previous record was 29.
The Boy Scouts of America say that only one-half of 1 percent of all Scouts run the
merit badge table. It's just so far out there that 99.5 percent of all Scouts don't even
consider it, much less do it.
"I've been around thousands of kids, and this is an exceptional, unusual young
man," said Bob Altman, Golden Spread Council assistant Scout executive. "He's
unbelievable. He's just amazing."
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Carter began accumulating merit badges in the fifth grade at a faster rate than his
scouting peers. Sometime around the age of 13 or 14, he realized he had a shot to
get all 121 if he just stayed with it.
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"I thought that would be a neat way to distinguish myself," Carter said. "It's just
something notable that I knew would take a lot of hard work, but also a neat
accomplishment."
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The last 40 or so merit badges can be unusual, requiring finding those who can
teach them or going to out-of-the-way places to earn them. Carter took a pottery
class with his mother, Edie, at Amarillo College, for one.
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He earned a backpacking badge with a 100-mile hike over a week at the Philmont
camp in New Mexico. To earn a cycling badge, he'd done a series of trips, but
needed a final 50-miler last October. When a few friends couldn't go at the last
minute, Edie took up the cause and pedaled with him.
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The hardest one to obtain, though, was, oddly, bugling.
"I played the piano when I was younger, but I'm no musical expert," he said. "But
after a lot of coaching and fiddling around with it, I could blow a tune on it. It wasn't
the prettiest thing, but I got it done."
If, by now, you think Coleman Carter fits that stereotype of the nerdy, singleminded socially awkward kid who holes up in his room playing Dungeons and
Dragons in his spare time, it's time to put that notion away.
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"He's not one-dimensional. He's not a nerd," Altman said. "He's so well-rounded it's
ridiculous. He's just a fascinating young man."
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He reaches out to people and keeps an outward focus. He may be as skilled
socially as he is academically.
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The 121 merit badges are an extension of who he is, but not what he is. Carter is also the Tascosa High School student body president. He's a
National Merit Scholar and ranked No. 1 in his class. This summer he was on campus for eight weeks to take a college calculus and
psychology class as part of the Secondary School Program. The university? Harvard.
He may go back. Whatever top-flight university it is, he plans to major in international business with a math and economics emphasis.
For Carter, much of his drive comes from an insatiable hunger to learn, a constant curiosity about the way the world works. The other stemmed
from a hard lesson when he was 9 and his closest friend, also the same age, was killed in an auto accident.
"I realized at a young age that every day is a gift," he said, "and I didn't want to waste any gifts God has given me. I've always been motivated
to be the best I can be."
Edie and Clay Carter have heard others joke with them that their second child is not normal. All they can do is agree.
"Coleman truly lives every day to its fullest," Edie said. "He sleeps very little and seizes every opportunity to do the best and be the best."
There has to be a few mistakes along the way - bowling out of turn, things like that - but, for sure, Carter is several cuts above and destined for
more beyond 121 Boy Scout merit badges.
"He's the kind of guy who could be president some day," Altman said. "He's destined for something great. There's no telling what he's going to
do."
Jon Mark Beilue's column appears Sunday, Wednesday and Friday. He can be reached at jon.beilue@amarillo.com or 806-345-3318.
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Posted by: skilawyer at Sep. 24, 2008 at 9:04:49 am

Good for you Mr. Carter. That is an astounding accomplishment. Your experiences in Scouting will follow you always. One of the
first things I hang in a new office is my Eagle Scout certificate, and I think I get much more respect from it than the the law
degree. Keep up the hard work and apply yourself to life as you have done in Scouts and anything will be possible.
Posted by: epintech1 at Sep. 24, 2008 at 11:10:21 am

What an accomplishment for this young man ! And a typically well written column by Jon Mark Beilue who always has THE
BEST !
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"To become an Eagle Scout, the organization's highest honor, a minimum of 21 merit badges are required. Most average around
30. Carter became an Eagle at 13. But he's kept going ... and going ... and going. "
I have a problem if this is a true statement. He may have aquired 21 badges by the age of 13, but to complete the other
requirements for this rank takes several years, and a higher level of maturity to develop the leadership skills required. It is a great
accomplishment, nonetheless.
You can comment by logging in.
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