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KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (WATE) — For an East Tennessee Eagle Scout who is really good at playing the piano, itʼs another musical instrument o�ered

as a merit badge that had him worried for a while.

In the Boy Scout program, merit badges allow scouts to investigate nearly 140 di�erent areas of knowledge and skills. The badges play a major

role in the scouting advancement program and they can begin earning them as soon as a scout registers with a troop.

Zachary Gerber obtained all 139 merit badges available. It was not an easy task, taking him six years. The final badge he earned was the Bugle

merit badge.
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“Iʼm a classically-trained pianist. I do not know how to play the bugle. Itʼs a testament to my merit badge counselor because she was able to

help me earn the merit badge,” said Garber.

He has been adding badges to his sash for six years. Heʼs earned every one that the Boy Scouts of America o�ers this year, plus another one

thatʼs discontinued. He sewed all 139 onto his sash that way his mom didnʼt have to do it. He earned the Medicine Merit Badge first, but it was

discontinued and replaced by the Health Care Professions badge two years ago.

Gerber is an Eagle Scout, the highest achievement rank for scouts. Only four percent of scouts earn the rank. His Eagle project involved the

planning and building, with members of his troop, of an outdoor Stations of the Cross set at his former school in Illinois.

“My father has been my primary support in the Boy Scouts,” said Gerber.

For Gerber scouting has been a family a�air since he was in the first grade. His dad joined as a registered scouting volunteer in Illinois. Once

they moved to Tennessee, Gerberʼs mom encouraged him to continue his experiences and goals.

“I love the adventure in scouting, seeing di�erent things. Itʼs also in the merit badge classes I think Iʼve grown as a leader. Specifically, one of my

last merit badges, backpacking,” said Gerber.

At 17 years old, Gerber is goal-oriented. He keeps a hard copy record of his achievements. Earning Pope Pius the 12th religious knot from the

Catholic Church he says taught him about life.
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“It is that scout oath and that scout law where every day and every meeting where you give your scout sign and you say On my honor, I will do

my best to do my duty to God and my Country, to obey the scout law. When you say that it is a pledge. Itʼs a pledge to God that you are going to

be held accountable for,” said Gerber.

Gerber has many talents. As he said earlier learning to play classical piano pieces was easier than learning to play the bugle – for that final merit

badge. But heʼs achieved a lot more than just badges. Heʼs developed into a person of responsibility and maturity.

His goals? Not Carnegie Hall, but becoming a mechanical engineer so someday he can build roller coasters.

Gerber is the second scout from the Great Smoky Mountain Council to earn all 139 merit badges this year. In July, we told you about another

scout named Zach, Eagle Scout Zachary Witt who earned his 139th merit badge earlier this year. The Boy Scouts of America reports that less

than 0.5 percent of scouts earn all the merit badges available.
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